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ACTION REQUIRED BY 8-31-2020 
 
Section E. LUMP SUM PAYMENT TRANSITION  

The Commission established the option for earth station operators to accept a lump sum 
amount “based on the average, estimated costs” of relocating their earth stations.13 The 
lump sum option allows operators to transition to the upper 200 megahertz themselves or 
to move to alternative technologies (e.g., fiber) on their own without seeking 
reimbursement for actual costs of the transition. The Commission outlined that entities 
selecting this choice would get the average, estimated costs of relocating all of the entity’s 
incumbent earth stations to the 4000-4200 MHz band, and would not be able to seek 
additional funds if the actual expenses to transition (including transitioning to alternative 
technologies) were more. We note for clarification purposes that the “Base Lump Sum 
Payments” referenced in Table III-E-1 are calculated per antenna and apply to each 
antenna specifically identified and included within an earth station registration listed in the 
International Bureau Filing System (IBFS). Incumbent earth station operators that elect the 
lump sum will be eligible to receive the Base Lump Sum Payments identified in Table III-
E-1 for each registered antenna included in an IBFS registration for an incumbent earth 
station site. For clarification of terminology used below, a Receive Only ES Single-Feed 
Antenna means an antenna with a single polarization receiving a signal from a single 
satellite; a Receive Only ES Multi-Feed Antenna means an antenna that receives two 
polarizations from the same satellite effectively doubling the available bandwidth; a Multi-
beam ES Antenna means an antenna that can receive signals from multiple orbital slots 
simultaneously. For each type of earth station antenna outlined below (e.g., ranging from 
simple receive-only antennas to gateway antennas) the lump sum includes the estimated 
reasonable costs of upgrades/modifications (excluding compression upgrades, which are 
discussed below) that the average earth station antenna in that category would need for 
the transition.14 The cost of the modification used for the calculation of the Base Lump 
Sum Payments was the average cost of the range from the various components of this 
Catalog. Depending on the type of antenna, different modifications or component changes 
were used based upon an expectation of the typical range of changes that would be 
necessary for this type of earth station transition. Some cost elements like soft costs, 
travel, and filtering apply to all types of earth station transitions, whereas monthly rental 
antennas, fiber transmitters, and other cost elements only apply to more complex earth 
station transitions. For example, all earth station antennas will require new filters. Some  

https://www.go2mhz.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/FCC-Cost-Category-Schedule-for-3.7GHz-Transition.pdf


8-19-20 

 
 
antennas, however, will require new LNBs that will contain the new passband filter. 
Accordingly, a determination was made based upon the comments and our judgement as 
to the percentage of each and then factored into the average estimated cost. 
 

The lump sum payment for Multichannel Video Programming Distributor (MVPD) earth 

stations will include the “MVPD Per Site Technology Upgrade Installation Lump Sum 

Payment,” which is calculated based on the average costs of installing 

compression/encoding equipment (i.e., integrated receivers/decoders and transcoders) for 

an average MVPD earth station site, and includes the estimated cost of labor and basic 

components (e.g., line cards, equipment rack, and cables) to install that equipment where 

necessary to the transition. As with the “Base Lump Sum Payment” calculation, the 

“MVPD Per Site Technology Upgrade Installation Lump Sum Payment” accounts for the 

probability that certain installation costs would be incurred at an MVPD earth station site. 

The “MVPD Per Site Technology Upgrade Installation Lump Sum Payment” does not 

include the cost of compression/encoding equipment or the cost to ship that equipment to 

the MVPD earth station sites. 

1Note that such expenses and costs incurred extend to earth stations located outside of the contiguous United States to 
the extent it can be demonstrated that the system modifications for which they seek reimbursement are necessary as a 
direct result of the C-band transition. See Expanding Flexible Use of the 3.7 to 4.2 GHz Band, GN Docket No. 18-122, 
Report and Order and Order of Proposed Modification, 35 FCC Rcd 2343, 2428, para. 204 (2020) (Order). In addition, 
earth station operators electing the lump sum do not need to continue to operate on the C-band but can elect to transition 
their operations to another mechanism (e.g. fiber) or to discontinue operations. 
 
 13Order at 2427, para. 202. While reimbursement of expenses on an itemized basis is available for earth stations located 
outside of the contiguous United States to the extent they can demonstrate that the system modifications for which 
reimbursement is sought are necessary as a direct result of the C-band transition, the lump sum payment is not an option 
for earth stations outside of the contiguous United States. Id. at 2428, para. 204 n.550.14Order at 2428, para. 203 & 
n.547. 
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Excerpt from FCC document DA 20-802Released: July 30, 2020 

https://www.go2mhz.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/FINAL-COST-CATEGORY-SCHEDULE-AND-PROCESS-AND-DEADLINE-

FOR-LUMP-SUM-ELECTIONS-DA-20-802A1.pdf 

 

D. Lump Sum Election Process  

In this Public Notice, we establish the process for electing lump sum 

payments.142Consistent with the 3.7 GHz Report and Order, incumbent earth station 

owners must make their lump sum payment election no later than August 31, 2020. 

143We remind incumbent earth station owners that they “must indicate whether each 

incumbent earth station for which” they elect “the lump sum payment will be 

transitioned to the upper 200 megahertz in order to maintain C-band services or will 

discontinue C-band services.”14440.Because IBFS registrations do not contain sufficient 

information to determine the classes of earth stations/antennas that are registered at 

each earth station site or to determine whether an earth station site is an MVPD earth 

station, we require earth station owners to certify that the information they provide in 

their lump sum election—including the antenna type and class of earth station—is 

accurate to the best of their knowledge. Such information will be subject to verification 

as part of the Clearinghouse’s role to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse.145 

Incumbent earth station owners choosing the lump sum election must file in IB Docket 

No. 20-205, with the following information for each of that operator’s incumbent earth 

station sites: 

1.Licensee/Registrant/Applicant Name, 

2.Earth Station Callsign, 

3.Site ID, 

4.Antenna ID, 

5.Number of antennas associated with that Antenna ID, 

6.Site address, 

7.GPS coordinates of the earth station, 

8.File Number(s) of current authorization and/or pending application, 

9.Confirmation that the earth station meets the definition of incumbent earth 

station under 47 CFR §§27.1411(b)(3) and 25.138(c), including indication of  
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whether earth station appears on the International Bureau’s final list of eligible 

earth stations,146 

10.Category of lump sum election for each registered antenna at that registered 

earth station site(e.g. Receive Only ES Single-feed; Receive Only ES Multi-feed; 

Small Multi-beam (2-4 beams) ES, etc.), 

11.Whether earth station site is an MVPD earth station site (to claim the per-site 

technology upgrade installation amount), 

12.Total lump sum amount claimed for that earth station (calculated by the 

number of registered antennas at that incumbent earth station multiplied by the 

relevant lump sum base amount, plus technology upgrade installation amount if 

MVPD), and 

13.Whether the incumbent earth station will be transitioned to the upper 200 

megahertz in order to maintain C-band services or will discontinue C-band 

services. 

42.The lump sum election must include a certification from the incumbent earth station 

owner (if an individual) or a duly authorized representative with authority to bind the 

station, which certifies to the following: 

1.That the information contained in the lump sum election is true and accurate to 

the best of the incumbent earth station owner (if an individual) or duly authorized 

representative knowledge; 

2.That all earth stations for which the lump sum is being elected will not have 

ceased operation more than 90 days before the deadline for the lump sum 

election; 

3.That, if the incumbent earth station owner intends to continue to receive 

content from a satellite operator after the transition at any of its earth station 

antennas, it accepts responsibility for undertaking the necessary transition 

actions in accordance with the timelines set forth in the satellite operators’ 

Transition Plans; 

4.That the incumbent earth station owner agrees to coordinate with the relevant 

space station operator as necessary to complete the transition 

5. An irrevocable release of claims for reimbursement for actual reasonable 

relocation costs from the Relocation Payment Clearinghouse, eligible satellite 

operators, or video programmers; and 
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6. An irrevocable release of claims against the payor and/or Commission with 

respect to any dispute about the amount received. 

 

 ***Filing Requirements  

Incumbent earth station owner selecting the lump sum must file their elections on or 

before the date indicated in the “Lump Sum Election Process” section of this 

document. All filings must reference IB Docket No. 20-205. Elections may be filed 

using the Commission’s Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS). ▪Electronic Filers: 

Comments may be filed electronically using the internet by accessing the ECFS: 

https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/.  

Paper Filers: Parties who choose to file by paper must file an original and one copy of 

each filing. Filings can be sent by commercial courier or by the U.S. Postal Service. All 

filings must be addressed to the Commission’s Secretary, Office of the Secretary, 

Federal Communications Commission. Commercial deliveries (other than U.S. Postal 

Service Express Mail and Priority Mail) must be sent to 9050 Junction Drive, Annapolis 

Junction, MD 20701. ▪U.S. Postal Service First-Class, Express, and Priority mail must 

be addressed to 445 12thStreet, SW, Washington, DC 20554. ▪Effective March 19, 

2020, and until further notice, the Commission no longer accepts any hand or 

messenger delivered filings. This is a temporary measure taken to help protect the 

health and safety of individuals, and to mitigate the transmission of COVID-19. See 

FCC Announces Closure of FCC Headquarters Open Window and Change in Hand-

Delivery Policy, Public Notice, DA 20-304 (March 19, 2020).  

https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-closes-headquarters-open-window-and-changes-

hand-delivery-policy▪ 

During the time the Commission’s building is closed to the general public and until 

further notice, if more than one docket or rulemaking number appears in the caption of 

a proceeding, paper filers need not submit two additional copies for each additional 

docket or rulemaking number; an original and one copy are sufficient. 

https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/

